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VH« An Account of a Book, Intitled t A Voyage to the 
Iflands of Madera, Barbadoes, Nieves, St Chriflophers, 
and Jamaica 3 with the Natural Hijiory of the Herbs 
and Trees, Four-footed Beafts, Fifties, Birds, Irtfc&s, 
Reptiles, &c. of the laji of thofe Iflands. To which it 
prefixed an Introduction, wherein is an Account of the In" 
habitants, Air^ Waters, Difeafis, Trade, &c. of that 
Place, and fome Relations concerning the Neighbouring 
Continent and Iflands of America. Illuflrated with the 
Figures of the Things defcribed, which have not been her e~ 
tofore engraved, in large Copper Plates as big as as the Life* 
By Hans Sloane, M. D. Fellow of the College of Phyfi- 
cians,<*»d Secretary of the Royal Society. In two Volumes 
in Fol. 

The Firjl Volume. 

THE Author of this Work, having, as he intimate* 
in the Preface, a great defire to fatisfie his Curiofi- 
ty, and improve his Knowledge, by making particular 
Obfervations in fome parts of the Wefl- Indies, whence a 
great part of the Materia Medina is brought to us , as 
likewife to view and examine the things themfelves in 
their Natural and Vegetating date, laid hold of an oc- 
casion that offered it felf, and accompanied the Duke 
of Albemarle as his Phyfician in thqfe Parts 5 which gave 
him an opportunity of making thefe Remarks, which he 
has obliged the Inquifitive with in this Volume, which 
contains but one part of the defigned Work of A Natural 
Biftory of Jamaica ; nor is it wholly confined to that 
Ifland, fince he inferts feverai curious and ufeful Obfer- 
vations in other adjacent Parts, as he had any conveni- 
ency of making them. 

In the Preface be tells us of an Indifpofition during the; 
moft part of his Voyage thither,that hindered his obferving 
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feveral things, which otherwife we might have had an 
account of. Here he tells us his way of preferving the 
Specimens of his Plants, and owns he was obliged for the 
defigns of many to one Mr. More, a Clergy-man. 

This firft Volume, after a large Introduction and Obfer- 
vations made in the Voyage thither, contains a very par- 
ticular and accurate defcriptiori of the Herbs growing 
"there, with the Figures as large as the Life, curioufly 
drawn and as well Graved; Thus far in general : I iliall 
obfcrvc fome few particulars, and refer the Curious to 
the Book it (elf for a full information. 

In the Introduction he informs us of fome particulars cf 
the firft Difcovery of thtzWefl-Indtis by Ch. Columbus, aid 
of this Ifland in 1494; and by the way observes, that 
the firft Ship brought home the French Pox, before un- 
known in Europe, with its wonderful Spreading in a few 
Years. 

As to the fituation of Jamaica, it lies S. W. of Eng- 
land 1 500 Leagues 3 it has to the E. St Domingo, about 
35 Leagues, and to the N. Cuba, about 205 to the S. Porto 
Belo, and to the S. E. Santa Martha, each about 140 
Leagues diftant. 

Next he gives the Names of the Rivers (which are 
generally Rapid and Muddy) both on the N. and S. 
fides 5 obferving there is a Ridge of Hills running E. and 
W. through the midftof it. 

As to the Barometer, he found the fame variations there 
as with us in England j with fome other Obfervations of 
the Air. Then he treats of the Waters 3 obferves an hot 
Spring, fait Springs, &c He found the Soil of their Sa- 
vannas anfwer our Meadows. Treating of their Food, he 
obferves that Flefh fometimes corrupts very foon, except 
Salted 5 and here takes occaflon to fpeak of their feeding 
and managing their Swim ;, another part of their Food is 
Turtles and fome other fife. Here he (peaks of Cajfada 
Bread, and the wonderful change made in it by Baking, 
it being raw a rank Poifon. Then 
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Then follows a Dlgrefhon concerning the extraordina* 
ry power of the Stomach, in converting fo many different 
forts of Food into good Nourifbrnent 5 with a particular 
account of the different Foods of feveral Nations and 
People. 

Treating of their Drink, he fays Water is the chief, as 
alfo the rnoft wholfome, difapproving vinous and flrong 
Liquors 5 and obferves that Cyder ; Beer, &"o brought 
from England doth not keep there : mentioning feverall 
other Drinks ufed there, with their good and bad effeds. 

Their chief Exercife is Riding in a Morning, as we!! 
as the Healthieft. Froft and Snow are never feen there, 
but in the Inland parts fome'jmes great Foggs 5 they have 
two Rainy Seafons, viz. in May and O&ober. 

Here follows a Journal of the Weather from May the 
2d, 1688, to March the 17th, 16*89. This is fitcceeded 
by an Account of the Winds, as Monf ns, &c. Earth- 
quakes generally happen once a Year, and Thunder 
daily in the Mountains. 

The Inhabitants are for the mod part European* $ fome 
few Creilians, Indians, and the Negro-Slaves 5 the Natives 
having been all formerly deftroyed by the Spaniards. 

Then he treats of their Cloathing,Houfes of the Plant- 
ers and Negro's, of their Wor^-houfes, 8cc. Speaking of 
the Negro's and their manner of living, he obferves their 
Mirth, Singing, Mufick and Dancing, with their Lafci- 
vioufnefs 3 as to the Negro's Phyfick, Cupping with Ca- 
labajhes, and Scarifications are frequent 5 they know little 
of the ufe of Simples, or the Method of during a Difeafe$ 
they have a Cuftom in moft Cafes, of daub : ng the Sick 
Perfon all over with wet Clay, and fetting him in the 
warm Sun. 

He gives fome account of the Trade of 'Jtmaica 5 and! 
coming to (peak of the Puniihments of the Negro's, he 
fays, tho they may feem fevere to us, yet they are but 
neceffary for fo ftubborn a Race of Mankind. 

15 A a As 



( M3<* ) 

As to the Beafts, he obferves the Horfes are but final!, 
mie-fhap'd and fwift, but weak 5 of black Cattle there 
were formerly many wild, but at prefent there are but 
few, except what they breed. 

Travelling the North- fide of the Ifland, he found there 
the Ruines of a large City called Seville with a Church 
that had never been ■ finifh'd 5 here he met with an In- 
iiription Of Peter Martyr, &cc. near this Place is a fine 
Harbour. 

Alter this is an Account of Gapt. Phipps, Journal for 
the Wreck, vvith other Remarks. 

Next follows- an Account at the Difeafes lie met with 
there during his flay, and obferves they are much the 
fame as here x, he gives us the method he ufed in the 
Cure, with the Succefs of his Prefcriptions., 

He concluds with the relation of his Voyage thither, 
and the Obfervations made in the fame 5 and fpeaking of 
Sea-ficknefsj difapproves the common Practice of fome 
to take at Spring and Fall Preventive Medicines, it of- 
ten bringing on IllnefleSi in probability they would ne- 
ver have been troubled with. 

Here he gives the Defcription and Figures of feveral 
fijhes and Birds he met with in his paffage,as the Uirun- 
do Marina Major, the Grampus, Porpefce, Caravel a fort of 
Zoophyte ^Dolphin, Shark, Boneto, Remora, flying fijb, 
Trcpick Bird, Man of War, Booby, Noddy, 8sc. with the 
Plants obferved at Barbadoes, and the other Iflands. 

Laftly, follows the Natural Hiftory of Jamaica 3 and 
in this Volume he treats only of the Herbs, which he di- 
stributes into 17 Chapters. 

1. Of Submarine Plants, Of which he defcribes 42, gi- 
ving their Figures as big as the Life, and refers to the 
Catalogue of Jamaica Plants, publifh'd by himfelf in Oc- 
tavo 1696, where he gives the Synonyma with great 
Knowledge andlnduftryj the fame Method is obferved 
in all the following Chapters, 
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2. Of Mufhromet, Mojfes, &c, in all 26. 

3. Of Fer#.r and Capillary Plants, in number 103. 

4. Of Herbs with Graffie Leaves,of whieh he names 57, 

5. Of Herbs with lefs perfect or ftamineous Flowers, in 
all 52 $ particularly of Long Pepper. 

6. Of Herbs with a Monopetalous Flower, of which 
are 47 5 particularly of Tobacco, with its good and bid 
Qualities. 

7i Of vertieillated Plants, of which there are but 14,. 
that grow, wild. 

8. Of Leguminous Herbs, or with a Papilionaceous 
flower, in all 3a. 

9. Of Herbs with flowers confining of 2 or 3 Petal 0,12. 

10. Of Herbs whofe flowers have 4 Peta/<* or Leaves> 2& 
n» Of Herbs vafculiferous with Pentapetalous flowers, 

25. 

12. Of Herbs which are of theKi nd of umbelliferous' 
Plants, 6. 

13. Of rough Leaved, or afperifolious Plants, 5. 

14. Of Herbs commonly accounted to have many na* 
ked Seeds, 24; 

15. Of Bacciferous or Pomiferous Plants 42. 

16. Of Bulbous rooted Plant9, or with 6 or more Peta° 
la, amongft thefe he reckons the Aloe, of thefe there are. 
20. 

17. Of Herbs whofe flowers are compofed of feveral 
flowers, of which Tribe he gives 30. 

This ends the fir/2 Volume. 



